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13 April 2017 

 
Dear James 
 
 

Thank you for your letter of 14
th

 March 2017 regarding coordination of timetabling scrutiny of 
the forthcoming Bills. In your letter you ask the introduction of the forthcoming bills to be co-
ordinated by the Government to ensure that the Committee is not expected to scrutinise 
more than one piece of primary legislation at the same time.  

 

I expect the Bill to be allocated to the Education and Skills Committee from the Scottish 
Government’s Year 1 legislative programme is the Bill on information sharing provisions of 

the Children and Young People (Scotland) Act. The Government will set out its Year 2 
legislative programme in the next Programme for Government in the autumn of this year. 
The Government will take into account committee capacity when finalising its legislative 
plans, and the Minister for Parliamentary Business will continue to engage with individual 

Conveners so that Committees have the opportunity to provide their perspective on the 
allocation and timing of Bills. I hope that will provide reassurance about the potential impact 
on the Committee’s workload of the Government’s future legislative plans.  

 
The Scottish Government plans to introduce the Bill on information sharing provisions of 
CYPA to the Education Committee ahead of summer recess. The Government does not 
intend to publish a draft of the information sharing Bill ahead of its introduction. However, 

when the Bill is introduced it will have the full suite of accompanying documentation which 
will set out the policy, legislative and financial consequences of the Bill. This contextual 
information will help ensure that the Committee has a clear understanding of the rationale 
and evidence base for the Bill as it begins the Stage 1 scrutiny process. If the Committee 

would find it helpful, my officials would be happy to provide a technical briefing session in the 
lead up to the Bill’s introduction. 

 
 

 

JOHN SWINNEY 


